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A MANUAL OF THE PENICILLIA. By Kenneth B. Raper and Charles Thom.
(Pp. 875 + ix; figs. 172; plates 10). London: Bailliere, Tindall & Cox,
1949.
PENICILLIUlM, the generic name used to describe a group of moulds, have been studied by
mycologists for more than a century. At first they were regarded as the agents of decomposition
and fermentation, but the discovery by Sir Alexander Fleming in 1929 that some species of
the penicillia produce penicillin has stimulated renewed interest in this group.
The Manual should be regarded as a sequel to Thom's monograph of 1930. Since then many
new species have been described and the association of the name of the senior author, Charles
Thom, who has many, many contributions in this field since 1906, is a sufficient recommenda-
tion to its high standard as an authoritative work of reference.
It is mostly concerned with the more recent advances in the systematic study of the group
based on morphclogy and related biochemical activity in defining groups or series, and it is
interesting to note that there are now 142 accepted species of the penicillia. It contains a topical
bibliography of eighty-eight pages and is, therefore, primarily a standard work of reference. In
addition, it gives a concise account of the production, assay, and types of penicillium which will
be of interest to medical readers. The printing and binding of the manual is excellent. It is
profusely illustrated, and the coloured photographs can be described as beautiful. The authors
are to be congratulated on this invaluable work of reference, which should find a place in all
microbiological laboratories. N. C. G.
ELECTROTHERAPY AND ACTINOTHERAPY. By E. B. Clayton. Second
edition. (Pp. viii + 452; figs. 127. 16s.). London: Bailli6re, Tindall & Cox,
1952.
DR. CLAYTON has produced another very useful text-book for the student of Physiotherapy.
The reading is smooth and flowing, and very easy to follow.
The subject matter has been brought up to date to cover the requirements of the training
syllabus of the Chartered Society. The new sections on muscle stimulating currents by
Valve Generated Machines and those on treatment are all welcome -additions. G. G.
MANUAL OF LEPROSY: Supplement to the First Edition. By Ernest Muir,
C.M.G., C.I.E., M.D., F.R.C.S. (Edin.). (Pp. 16. 2s. 6d.). Edinburgh: E.
& S Livingstone 1952
SINCE the publication of the author's manual four years ago much progress has been made in
the treatment of leprosy, particularly in the use of the sulphones. This supplement effectively
keeps that manual up to date, and provides a good discussion of the various preparations avail-
able. It provides encouraging evidence that chemotherapy will bring new and effective weapons
to those fighting this age-old scourge. The practice of keeping authoritative text-books up to
date by the issue of short supplements such as this is to be commended.
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